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This Friday, September 12, 2008, the United States District Court for the Southern 
District Indiana will convene to formally swear in its newest district judge, the Honorable 
William T. Lawrence. The ceremony will be held at 3 o’clock p.m. in the William E. 
Steckler Ceremonial Courtroom, Room 202, of the Birch Bayh Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse, 46 East Ohio Street, Indianapolis.  
 
Judge Lawrence had previously served as a magistrate judge in the Southern District of 
Indiana and was nominated by President George W. Bush to fill a vacant seat on the 
bench of the United States District Court. The vacancy was created by the elevation of 
Judge John Daniel Tinder to the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit 
last year. Judge Lawrence is the first magistrate judge in the Southern District to be 
elevated to the District Court.  
 
Prior to his appointment as a magistrate judge, Judge Lawrence was Presiding Judge of 
the Marion County Circuit Court, where he served from 1996 to 2002. 
 
The ceremony is a public event, but seating is limited. Photography will be permitted 
during the program. 
 
If you would like to send a photographer and/or reporter to cover the ceremony, or if you 
have other questions, please contact Deputy Clerk Doria Lynch at 317-229-3729. 


