
                UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION

In re: BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE, INC., )  Master File No. IP 00-9373-C-B/S
TIRES PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION )  MDL NO. 1373
                                                                                 )    
THIS DOCUMENT RELATES TO ALL )
ACTIONS )

ENTRY FOR MAY 28, 2002

The parties appeared, by counsel, this date for a telephonic discovery conference, during

which the following was discussed:

1. Firestone reports that the deposition of plaintiffs’ tire expert Ken Pearl that was

scheduled for May 29th must be rescheduled because the plaintiffs did not provide

Firestone with Mr. Pearl’s file seven days before the deposition, as required by the

parties’ stipulation governing expert depositions, and indeed stated that they were

unable to provide the file to Firestone any earlier than today.  The rescheduling of

Mr. Pearl’s deposition will necessitate the rescheduling of several other expert

depositions and will extend the expert deposition schedule into the week of July 8,

2002.  Firestone will confer with the plaintiffs, prepare a new expert deposition

schedule, and submit it to the magistrate judge for approval by May 30, 2002,

along with a proposed order establishing that no changes shall be made to the

schedule without agreement of the parties or leave of court with good cause

shown.  Finally, the plaintiffs shall ship Mr. Pearl’s complete file to Colin

Smith, counsel for Firestone, by overnight mail so that it arrives at Mr.

Smith’s office no later than the close of business on Thursday, May 30, 2002.
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2. In the future, all scheduling of expert depositions shall be coordinated through

Mike Eidson, counsel for the plaintiffs.

3. By Entry dated June 15, 2001, and a second Entry dated April 5, 2002, Mr. Pearl

was ordered to submit monthly affidavits to the court.  Mr. Pearl submitted an

affidavit on April 12, 2002, but has not submitted another since.  The plaintiffs are

reminded that Mr. Pearl’s ability to serve as an expert witness in this case is

dependent upon his strict compliance with all of the terms set forth in the April 5,

2002, Entry, including the monthly affidavit requirement.  Mr. Pearl shall file an

affidavit no later than June 4, 2002, and every 30 days thereafter.

4. An issue has arisen in the Santangelo case regarding the sequencing of expert

depositions, and specifically whether the case-specific portion of Mr.

Baumgartner’s deposition may be scheduled before all of the experts have given

their common testimony depositions.  The magistrate judge determines that once

an expert has given his or her common testimony deposition, that expert’s case-

specific deposition may be scheduled and completed in any case in which he or

she will give case-specific testimony, regardless of whether the common

testimony depositions of other experts have been completed.

5. The plaintiffs report that the total number of documents on Ford’s electronic

document depository has decreased substantially in recent weeks.  Ford’s counsel

will determine why this has occurred and report to the plaintiffs.

6. Ford’s counsel reports that Ford is working to comply with the plaintiffs’ request

for a comprehensive list of all documents for which it has invoked the “claw

back” provision that is applicable to this MDL.
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7. The next telephonic conference will be held on Friday, June 7, 2002, at 10:00

a.m.  The call will be arranged by Tom Stayton, counsel for Bridgestone

Corporation, who shall inform liaison counsel and the magistrate judge of the

arrangements.

ENTERED this              day of May 2002.

                                                                        
V. Sue Shields
United States Magistrate Judge
Southern District of Indiana

Copies to:

Irwin B Levin
Cohen & Malad
136 North Delaware Street
P O Box 627
Indianapolis, IN 46204

William E Winingham
Wilson Kehoe & Winingham
2859 North Meridian Street
P.O. Box 1317
Indianapolis, IN 46206-1317

Randall Riggs
Locke Reynolds LLP
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